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Three scientists discover new genus of
jumping spiders ‘Tenkana’ in South India

GS Paper lll:
Environment

A team of arachnologists
has discovered a new ge-
nus of jumping spiders,
‘Tenkana’, found across
southern India, encom-
passing two previously
known species. It also in-
troduced a new species,
Tenkana  jayamangali,
from Karnataka.

The name Tenkana
comes from the Kannada
word for south, reflecting
that all the known species
are from southern India
and northern Sri Lanka.
This new group belongs to
the Plexippina subtribe of
jumping spiders and is dif-
ferent from related groups
such as Hyllus and Telamo-
nia. The research team in-

The newly identified Tenkana jayamangali has been named after
the Jayamangali river in Karnataka. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

cluded scientists from va-
rious institutions in India
and Canada, and their find-
ings were published in the
journal Zookeys. They used
both genetic studies and
physical examinations to
support their work.

Unlike related species
that live in forests, Tenka-

na spiders prefer drier
areas and ground habitats.
They have been found in
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,
Karnataka, Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh.

Kiran Marathe and
Wayne Maddison from the
University of British Co-
lumbia, Canada, and John

Caleb T.D. from Saveetha
Institute in Chennai esta-
blished this new genus.
The genetic analysis was
done with Krushnamegh
Kunte from the National
Centre for Biological
Sciences in Bengaluru.

Two species that were
previously in Colopsus —
Tenkana manu (found in
south India and Sri Lanka)
and Tenkana arkavathi
(from Karnataka) — have
now been moved to the
new genus. Interestingly,
the former was named af-
ter a retired professor, Dr.
Manu Thomas, in 2014.

The team also described
Tenkana jayamangali for
the first time, named after
the Jayamangali river in
Karnataka, where it was
first seen.
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Religious instruction
in madrasas cannot
be ‘wished away’: CJI

IGS Paeer |I: Polity |

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said India’s centu-
ries-old history of religious
instruction could not be
wished away by ghettois-
ing madrasa education.

“Religious instruction is
not something which is un-
ique to Muslims. There is
religious instruction
among Christians, Jews,
Hindus, Sikhs. It is a coun-
try which is a melting pot
of cultures, civilisations,
religions... Let us preserve
it that way. In fact, the
answer to ghettoisation is
to mainstream... To allow
people to come together.
Otherwise, we will be put-
ting people in silos. To be
shunted and forgotten,”
Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud observed.

The Chief Justice’s oral
observations were made
while hearing a challenge
to a decision of the Allaha-
bad High Court striking
down the Uttar Pradesh
Madrasa Education Board
Act, 2004. The Act regulat-
ed madrasa education. The
High Court had found the
law unconstitutional for
validating a system of edu-
cation which was grossly in
violation of the principles
of secularism.

But the top court ob-
served that religious in-
struction, historically and
culturally, had never been

anathema in India. Article
23 of the Constitution re-

cognised religious
instruction.
There was nothing

wrong in a State regulating
an institution run by a reli-
gious or linguistic minority
in the interest of maintain-
ing the excellence of edu-
cation, the Bench also
comprising Justices ].B.
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra
said.

‘Lopsided education’
Senior advocate Guru
Krishnakumar argued in
support of the High Court
decision, saying there was
no specific provision in the
2004 Act on secular educa-
tion. Senior advocate Mad-
havi Divan, also supporting
the High Court decision,
submitted that madrasa
education’s singular focus
or overwhelming empha-
sis was on religious instruc-
tion at the cost of main-
stream education. She said
such lopsided education
hardly equipped students
to compete in the main-
stream.

She differentiated ma-
drasa students from chil-
dren who take monastic
vows in other faiths like
Buddhism or Jainism. The
latter embraced renuncia-
tion in answer to a calling
while the thousands of stu-
dents of madrasas wanted
very much to be part of the
real world.
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India and Singapore to explore
joint development, production
“of equipment for armed forces

GS Paper llI: India-Singapore

India and Singapore on
Tuesday agreed to extend
the existing bilateral agree-
ment on ‘Joint Military
Training-Army’ for the
next five years and also
look at co-development
and co-production of de-
fence equipment. This was
decided during the sixth
India-Singapore Defence
Ministerial Dialogue in
New Delhi, co-chaired by
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and visiting Singapo-
rean counterpart Ng Eng
Hen.

“Recognising that both
nations are natural partn-
ers for commencing co-de-
velopment and co-produc-
tion of defence equipment,
both sides agreed to en-
hance industry coopera-
tion, including exploring
collaboration in niche do-
mains such as automation

ﬁ’ 1

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Singaporean counterpart

Ng Eng Hen at a meeting in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANI

and Artificial Intelligence.
The two Ministers also de-
cided to take forward the
cooperation in emerging
areas like cyber security,”
the Ministry said. Both Mi-
nisters acknowledged the
deep and long-standing bi-
lateral defence relations
based on shared outlook
on regional peace, stability
and security, it stated.

This meeting assumes
significance against the
backdrop of India marking

a decade of its Act East pol-
icy, in which Singapore has
played a key role in pro-
moting economic coopera-
tion and cultural ties, and
developing strategic con-
nectivity with countries in
the region, it said.

The two countries ele-
vated their bilateral rela-
tionship to Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership re-
cently during the visit of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to the city-state.
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~|Ship, Submersible, Ballistic, Nuclear

India’s fourth nuclear
submarine launched
with advanced arms

GS Paper llI: Internal Security

Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI

India’s fourth nuclear-po-
wered ballistic missile sub-
marine (SSBN), referred to
as S4*, was launched into
water at the Ship Building
Centre in Visakhapatnam
last week, official sources
confirmed. This subma-
rine is bigger and more
capable than the first, INS
Arihant (S2).

The S4* was launched
into water on October 16 at
SBC, multiple sources con-
firmed. It has significant in-
digenous content, with In-
dian industry  being
extensively involved, ac-
cording to a source.

India currently has two
SSBNs operational. INS Ari-
hant was quietly commis-
sioned into service in Au-
gust 2016. The second
SSBN, INS Arighaat (S3),
was commissioned end-
August. The third SSBN
Aridhman (S4) is currently

undergoing sea trials and is
expected to be commis-
sioned into service next
year, sources said.

Responding to ques-
tions on the launch at a
press conference on Tues-
day, Vice Chief of the Navy
Vice Adm Krishna Swami-
nathan, without directly
commenting, said, “The
SSBN programme is a suc-
cessful one. Two subma-
rines have been commis-
sioned, and it is natural
that others will follow.”

INS Arihant is presently
armed with 750 km range
K-15 SLBM. The S4* carries
the advanced 3,500 km
range SLBM K-4, that was
tested for the first time in
2020. The K-4 will be the
mainstay of India’s under-
sea nuclear deterrence as it
provides standoff capabili-
ty, to launch nuclear wea-
pons while submerged in
Indian waters, till a 5,000
km range SLBM is deve-
loped and fielded.
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The newly appointed Chairperson of the National
Commission for Women, Vijaya Rahatkar, took
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Muslim men can
register more than
one marriage: HC

GS Paper Il
‘IPersonal Law

The Bombay High Court,
in a recent order, ruled
that a Muslim man can re-
gister more than one mar-
riage under the Maharash-
tra Regulation of Marriage
Bureaus and Registration
of Marriages Act, 1998.

A Division Bench of Jus-
tice B.P. Colabawalla and
Justice Somasekhar Sunda-
reshan said the Muslim law
permits multiple marriag-
es. The case is related to a
man who approached the
deputy marriage registra-
tion office of the Thane
Municipal Corporation in
February 2023 to register
his marriage with a woman
from Algeria, but the appli-
cation was rejected. This is
the petitioner’s third mar-
riage.

The authorities refused
to register the marriage on
the grounds of unavailabili-

ty of necessary docu-
ments. They further said
that under the Act, the de-
finition of marriage con-
templates only a single
marriage and not multiple
unions.

The Bench observed,
“As far as the argument
that only one marriage can
be registered under the
provisions of the Maha-
rashtra Regulation of Mar-
riage Bureaus and Registra-
tion of Marriages Act, 1998
is concerned, we find that
the same is wholly
misconceived.”

It ordered the authority
concerned to conduct a
hearing for the couple and
pass a reasoned order
within 10 days of the con-
clusion of hearing, either
granting or denying the
marriage registration. If
denied, the matter will be
referred to the Registrar
General under the Act for
further review.
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Brown dwarfs: wannabe stars
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GS Paper lII: Basic Science

Q.Whatis a
brown dwarf?
A: In 1995,
astronomers
confirmed the
discovery for
the first time of
a brown dwarf, a body too
small to be a star and too big
to be a planet. They could be
considered wannabe stars
that, during their formative
stages did not reach the mass
necessary to ignite nuclear
fusion at their core like a star.
But they are more massive
than the biggest planets.
“They are formally defined
as objects that can burn a
heavy form of hydrogen, called
deuterium, but not the most
common basic form of
hydrogen,” said Sam
Whitebook, a graduate student
in Caltech’s division of physics,
mathematics, and astronomy.
Recently, researchers took a
closer look at the first brown
dwarf discovered and found
that it’s actually two brown
dwarfs orbiting astonishingly
close to each other while also
circling a small star. The
research papers were
published in the Astrophysical
Journal Letters.
These two brown dwarfs are
gravitationally locked to each
other in what is called a binary

Hd g

An artist’s concept of a brown dwarf. NASA/JPL-CALTECH

system, an arrangement commonly observed
among stars but quite rare among brown
dwarfs. So the brown dwarf that three decades
ago was named Gliese 229B is now recognised
as Gliese 229Ba, with a mass 38 times greater
than Jupiter, and Gliese 229Bb, with a mass 34
times greater than Jupiter.

They are located 19 light-years from our solar
system, rather close in cosmic terms, in the
constellation Lepus. - Reuters
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The world needs blue helmets who act as blue helmets

|GS Paper II: International Relations |

above all, thou shalt not be a

bystander.” In suggesting this,
Yehuda Bauer, Holocaust historian, rested his
case wherein the ‘bystander’ was brought
centre-stage and held accountable alongside the
perpetrator for crimes against humanity. The
‘bystander’ implies the collective conscience of
the world which must work as the weapon of the
powerless. So, while the United Nations through
Chapter VI of its Charter is committed to the
peaceful settlement of disputes, Chapter VII of
the same Charter prescribes the use of armed
force with the authorisation of the Security
Council in cases of aggression and breaches of
peace threatening international security. Chapter
VII further exhorts member-states to make
available such military or police forces as may be
required to establish peace. In fact Chapter VIII
goes further and prescribes robust ‘regional
arrangement’ in enforcing peace upon
authorisation by the Security Council.

‘ ‘ hou shalt not be a victim, thou
T shalt not be a perpetrator, but,

Hits and misses

Thus, one would be led to an erroneous belief
that the UN has everything in place — in its
strongly worded Charter and over 1,00,000
peacekeepers on the ground - to eliminate wars
and exploitation from the world. UN political
diplomacy and peace operations have established
peace in many theatres in seven decades of
peacekeeping such as in Cambodia, Mozambique,
Sierra Leone, Angola, Timor Leste, Liberia and
Kosovo, to name a few notably successful UN
engagements.

Yet, there have been glaring instances, such as
in Rwanda (1994) and Bosnia (1995) where the UN
was accused of being a bystander, unwilling or
unable to protect non-combatants and vulnerable
sections, especially women and children. That in
subsequent missions, notably Sierra Leone
(UNSMIL), Timor Leste (UNMIT), Darfur
(UNAMID), South Sudan ((UNMISS) and the
Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUSCO), the
UN brought the protection of civilians
centrestage, thus restoring substantially, if not
wholly, its commitment to its core values, is a
tribute to its willingness to use institutional
memory in improving peacekeeping to give
primacy to protection of civilians.

Today the world is again on the brink of a
much bigger war in Europe and West Asia
precisely because, over the last three years, the
UN has frittered away the dividends of its

Hermanprit Singh
a retired Indian Police
Service officer with
experience in United
Nations peace
operations as Acting
Police Commissioner
and Principal Officer
in Timor Leste and in
the Office of
Operations at the UN
headquarters

By being
reduced to
‘bystander’
status in the
ongoing and
serious conflicts
in the world,
the United
Nations is
frittering away
the dividends
of its
‘enforceable
peacekeeping’

‘enforceable peacekeeping’ between 2006 and
2020. It has been reduced to a ‘Bystander’ status
again in the ongoing conflict in West Asia and the
war in Ukraine.

Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine and the
Hamas-led massacre of non-combatants in Israel,
followed by an even larger offensive of Israel on
hapless civilians in Gaza, the UN response in both
theatres has failed to call out the perpetrator in
no uncertain terms and take decisive action in
protecting civilian lives. This has happened
despite it having a 1,00,000-strong UN military
and police forces at its disposal, as battle ready
infantry battalions and as ‘standing capacity” at
its logistics hub in Brindisi, Italy, that could have
been deployed in robust numbers to contain a
further loss of life and destruction of cities. There
is little point in having such strong forces and yet
be a bystander as both conflicts have widened,
with the world continuing to witness
unprecedented destruction. Even though
1,00,000 UN uniformed forces are deployed in
many missions in Africa and elsewhere, it would
have done no grave damage to the current
missions were over half of them re-deployed in
Ukraine, Gaza and West Bank, right between the
warring forces, just as they continue to be in
Cyprus between the Turks and Greeks or were
deployed in Timor Leste, between Indonesian
forces and the Timor Leste freedom fighters, the
FRETLIN.

A lost chance to act with decision
Extraordinary situations demand extraordinary
interventions. The fact that contributing
member-countries have committed these forces
to not just maintain but also to enforce peace
implies their consent to protect civilians
regardless of the ‘theatre’. Otherwise, these
well-armed and well provisioned troops are just
biding their time till their rotation and pocketing
the green bucks as a tribute. Blue helmets must
act as blue helmets, impartially and decisively, as
in Kosovo (UNMIK 1999-2008) and Timor Leste
(UNTAET, UNMIT 1999-2008), with legitimacy to
use reasonable force. It needed just over 6,000
UN uniformed personnel (typically, two infantry
brigades) in Kosovo and 3,000 UN police
personnel (including the lightly-armed formed
police units) and an infantry brigade from
Australia, under operational command of UN
Mission (UNMIT) in Timor Leste to restore peace
and bring back the rule of law and an elected
government.

A deployment of similar numbers in a

similar-sized geographical area of
Israel-Gaza-West Bank would have contained the
colossal loss of lives that has followed and is
making this theatre a killing field with mounting
civilian casualties.

There is a need for UNSC reform

This also brings us to the subject of much-needed
reform in the functioning of the Security Council.
The veto power of the P5, the Permanent Security
Council members, instead of being a rock of
stability for the UN peace operations to stand on,
has more often than not acted as a mill-stone
around their neck. The world has repeatedly
witnessed the negative power of veto precisely at
a time when ‘enforcing peace’ has become an
urgent necessity in the face of threats to civilian
lives. Nearly a million Tutsi civilians were killed in
the now infamous Rwanda genocide of 1994-95
even as the French continued to support the
Rwandan Army, the main perpetrators of the
genocide, and UN Assistance Mission in Rwanda
(UNAMIR) was a bystander.

The case for reform of the Security Council to
obviate such genocides in future by swift
deployment and having a decisive role for the
blue helmets rests on a two-pronged approach.
The first is for the expansion of Permanent
membership of the Security Council to include
India (by virtue of it being the most vibrant voice
of the global South) and South Africa (for long
overdue representation from Affrica). The second
is to bell the veto cat.

In an expanded Council of P7, rather than each
member having veto power, contentious issues
such as the use of force in West Asia to stop an
expansionist Israel or in Ukraine to thwart the
expansionist designs of Russia — which in the
current scenario will be vetoed by the U.S. and
Russia, respectively — should have a division of
votes of a P7 to decide on UN intervention. Once
such a division of votes is in favour of peace
operations to thwart hostilities, the deployment
of UN standing troops or shifting troops between
‘missions’ should be enabled under Chapters VII
and VIII of the UN Charter, with full executive
powers to the UN military and police
commanders on the ground.

Ultimately, if the UN cannot stand on its own
feet and enforce peace despite having standing
uniformed forces of the size of a sovereign nation,
then UN-led peace operations must close and the
plush halls of the UN be used only for exalted
deliberations by another international
non-governmental organisation or a think-tank.
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Working toward a meaningful victims’ register’ in Bastar

GS Paper lll:
Internal Securit

A 1, the Union Home
Minister met 55 people affected by
Naxalite violence from the left-wing
extremism- hit areas of Chhattisgarh, as
highlighted in a report in this daily, “Surrender
arms and join mainstream, or face action, Amit
Shah tells Naxals”. The ground zero of the
current phase of left-wing extremism activities,
where most of the recent and successful tactical
operations by security forces have been
conducted, is the Bastar division of Chhattisgarh.
It comprises the districts of Bastar, Narayanpur,
Bijapur, Kondagaon, Sukma, Dantewada and
Kanker.

An indication of the government’s approach
The Home Minister’s meeting with the victims is
encouraging indeed when seen through the
prism of successes of the security forces in
counter-Maoist operations over the last six
months or so. The initiative indicates the
seriousness of the government to address the
challenges in a manner that is beyond the realm
of law and order. The government’s declared
approach to deal with left-wing extremism has
been to address the challenge in a holistic
manner, in the areas of security, development,
ensuring the rights of local communities, and
with improvements in governance and public
perception management. However, the
parameters of success and performance on the
ground have continued to be contextualised by
the security bias of the approach.

In the context of addressing the conditions of
victims, it may be relevant to invoke recent public
statements by the Deputy Chief Minister and
Home Minister of Chhattisgarh, Vijay Sharma. In
May this year, Mr. Sharma had said that the State
was making efforts to bring in new features and
have better implementation in maintaining the
victims’ register for people victimised due to
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Compilation of
the ‘register’,
which has been
tried globally as
a conflict
resolution tool,
would have to
an exercise in
the spirit of
tuth and
reconciliation

violence in Bastar. An alignment in the thought
processes of policymakers at the Centre and in
the State bodes well for the resolution of the
left-wing extremism challenge in the long run,
wherein we move beyond our delusionary race to
kill the last Maoist.

Categories of those affected

However one needs to tread ahead with the
policies and their implementation, with a caveat
that victim identity is not a monolith in conflict
zones — and Bastar is no different. Two main
categories of victims among several, are, first the
ones who have suffered at the hands of Maoists
(and presumably these were the people who met
the Home Minister). The second category of
victims who cannot be ignored comprise those
who have suffered at the hands of the state to
include security forces and the criminal justice
system,; intentionally or otherwise.

Another agency that victimised the tribal
community was the vigilante army called the
Salwa Judum during the middle years of the first
decade of this century. In this period, in addition
to people who fled their villages to live in Salwa
Judum camps (where they continue to live even
after two decades), about 55,000 tribals fled
Chhattisgarh to take shelter in then unified
Andhra Pradesh. These internally displaced
conflict victims yearn to return to Chhattisgarh
but are yet to get redress from the respective
State governments. In addition, there are
numerous victims of structural violence churned
up by the conflict since the 1980s, when Maoist
cadres entered the forests of Dandakaranya,
seeking safe haven. Dandakaranya covers an area
of about 92,000 square kilometres and includes
parts of Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Maharashtra.

In fact the victimisation as a result of structural
violence vis-a-vis tribal communities has been an

ongoing process since colonial times and through
the post-independence era. The Maoists, after
entering Dandakaranya, sought to champion the
tribal cause that was a manifestation of centuries
of victimisation. Absent governance resulting
from the policy of exclusion of tribal belts, gave
tremendous elbow room to the Maoists to fill in
the gap left by the state.

Making it work

The initiative to identify victims and register the
details in the victims’ register — talked about by
Mr. Sharma — has tremendous potential to
alleviate the plight of tribal communities who find
themselves sandwiched between the Maoists and
the state. The victims’ register, as an experiment,
has been tried in more than a dozen countries as
a conflict resolution or peacebuilding effort. Such
an effort played a major role in resolving the
deep-rooted left-wing extremism insurgency in
Colombia.

However, the exercise of identifying victims
shall have to be in the spirit of truth and
reconciliation and agnostic to the nature of the
perpetrators who carried out victimisation. If
otherwise, such a well-intentioned exercise may
end up creating divides in the society, as another
version of the haves versus the have-nots conflict.
As far as the rules of the victims’ register
experiment are concerned, victims and their
families need to be given a benefit of doubt when
they tell their stories, as many versions cannot be
cross-checked in a tangible manner. The ground
rules of the exercise shall have to be based on
trust. The said measure shall be an impactful
confidence-building measure and is bound to
expand the support base of the state against the
Maoists. The time is ripe to embark on a journey
to address tribal aspirations. And pitfalls in the
journey may well be afforded in times of the
Maoists being at their lowest.
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The job crisis undermines state legitimacy
|

[Essay

ndia is not producing

enough good quality jobs

for its people. A good

quality job provides dignity,
adequate compensation, an
opportunity for learning, and
advancement for those who strive.
Instead, many jobs are unpaid,
informal, and dead end. Worse,
the seemingly low unemployment
rate masks the fact that to count as
employed, a person needs to have
reported working for only one
month in an entire year.

The dearth of quality
employment, particularly among
the youth, is a ticking time bomb
that threatens not just our
economy, but the very legitimacy
of our state. If the government
fails to create avenues for social
and economic participation for
young people, it will inevitably
breed frustration.

A twofold problem

The political problem is twofold:
how do we give people a sense of
dignity and purpose, and the
means for financial support?
Traditionally, people have derived
dignity and purpose through a
combination of community, work,
and political engagement.
However, the package deal of
liberalism and capitalism have
deprioritised traditional sources of
community and increased the
importance of work in conferring
social standing and belonging. As
a result, work has become the
dominant entry point into a
broader sense of community and
political engagement.

While the elite find purpose
and status through their control
over societal discourse and
decision-making, which also bring
them substantial financial
rewards, large sections of our
population feel they lack both
dignity and financial security. This
disparity is likely to worsen as
technological advancements and
capital concentration potentially
displace large numbers of
workers, perhaps permanently. In
a large democracy such as India,
such concentration of purpose
and financial gain among the elites

Ruchi Gupta

Executive Director of
the Future of India
Foundation, which
anchors an initiative
to harness the
political process to
create aspirational
employment
opportunities for
youth at the district
level

Unemployment
is not merely an
economic issue
but a
fundamental
political
challenge that
strikes at the
heart of how we
organise our
societies
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can erode faith in the system and
lead to political instability.

This challenge — how we
structure our society, what we
value, and how we include
everyone — is fundamentally
political. Yet, the political
response has been inadequate,
oscillating between deferring to
market forces and resorting to
short-term partisanship. The
market-oriented approach is
reflected in the superficial mantra
of ‘creative destruction,
suggesting that old jobs and
industries will be seamlessly
replaced by new and better ones.
Meanwhile, some politicians and
capitalists have mooted universal
basic income (UBI) as a solution.
UBI is a minimum “income”
received by all citizens of a given
population as financial transfers
from the government without
having to work.

Setting aside the question of
UBI’s financial feasibility, it is
important to recognise that
inequality and an assault on
human dignity are inherent in the
very concept. UBI implies that a
significant portion of the
population is no longer needed in
the economy, with a smaller
subset “paying” for the rest. Its
very premise concedes that
technology and capital will create
outsized winners while the
majority will merely survive on
their largesse. This approach fails
to address people’s need to feel
relevant and capable, and ignores
the loss of dignity that comes from
not contributing meaningfully to
society. It does not, thus, account
for the possibility that UBI might
encourage more anger and
populism because people want to
contribute and thrive, not just
survive on the sidelines.

There is a risk to democracy as
a whole as well. UBI would shift
focus from structural reforms to
mere economic transfers and thus
entrench elite power by insulating
them from pressures to address
fundamental inequities in the
economy and labour markets. It
risks recasting the state as a mere
distributor of funds rather than
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the architect and arbitrator of
societal processes required to
create a just and participatory
social and economic system.

Addressing structural issues
The partisan response has been to
lob the issue between parties for
short-term electoral gains instead
of responding to the ongoing
structural transformation of our
society. Some political leaders are
mindful of the long term, but
institutionally, parties have
become too narrow in their scope
to address larger questions such as
unemployment and have reduced
their ambitions to winning
elections alone. However,
divesting societal issues to civil
society or government in order to
function solely as election-winning
machines jeopardises their
long-term legitimacy. This is
because democracy is about more
than elections — it is about
creating a social contract that
works for everyone.

In fact, the failure to anticipate
and address long-term structural
issues is a key reason why people
feel neglected by the political class
and view politics as a cynical
game. When people believe the
political system is incapable of
addressing pressing challenges,
they lose faith in democratic
institutions. Thus parties and
institutions must find ways to
address structural issues,
including unemployment,
inequality, and dignity; else,
people will seek alternatives,
rendering political parties
irrelevant. We are witnessing this
globally through the rise of
populism, authoritarianism, and
civic disengagement.

Political parties must provide
meaningful leadership by
addressing structural issues
head-on without resorting to
deflection or partisanship. The
future of Indian democracy — and
the continued relevance of our
political institutions — hinges on
our ability to restore a broader
sense of public purpose and
economic participation to the
centre of our national dialogue.
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6A of the Citizenship Act

GS Paper |I:
Citizenship
EXPLAINER

Aaratrika Bhaumik

The story so far:
n a landmark ruling, a Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court on
October 18 upheld the
constitutional validity of Section 6A
of the Citizenship Act, 1955 (1955 Act)
which laid out an exclusive regime for
migrants in Assam from erstwhile East
Pakistan (present Bangladesh) to obtain
Indian citizenship as long as they entered
India before March 25, 1971. The decision
was rendered by a 4:1 majority. Justice
Surya Kant authored the lead majority
opinion on behalf of himself, CJI D.Y.
Chandrachud, Justices M. M. Sundresh,
and Manoj Misra, while Justice Pardiwala
delivered the lone dissenting opinion.

‘What does Section 6A stipulate?
Section 6A originates from the “Assam
Accord”, a political settlement signed on
August 15, 1985, between the Rajiv
Gandhi-led Congress government and
Assam’s student groups, following a
six-year-long agitation against the influx of
undocumented migrants from Bangladesh
into Assam. It established a framework for
granting or denying Indian citizenship to
migrants in Assam based on a cut-off date
— March 25, 1971. The date marked the
onset of the genocide in East Pakistan,
leading to the Bangladesh Liberation War
and the eventual creation of Bangladesh.
The conflict drove millions of Bengalis to
flee East Pakistan and seek refuge in
Assam, which shares a 263-km border
with Bangladesh. Accordingly, all those
who entered the State after March 25,
1971, would be treated as foreigners and
deported in accordance with law.

The provision also conferred Indian
citizenship upon migrants of “Indian
origin” who entered Assam before
January 1, 1966, and had been “ordinarily
resident” in the State since then.
Meanwhile, those who arrived between
January 1, 1966, and March 24, 1971, were
granted the full rights of Indian citizens,
except for voting rights, which were
withheld for a decade.

Why was it challenged?

The petitioners, including the NGO Assam
Public Works and the Assam Sanmilita
Mahasangha, contended that setting a
different cut-off date for citizenship in
Assam is discriminatory and violates the
right to equality enshrined in Article 14 of
the Constitution. Concerns were also
raised about the provision’s inconsistency
with Articles 6 and 7, which regulate
citizenship pertaining to Partition-era
migration for the rest of the country.
Article 6 grants citizenship to individuals
who migrated to India from Pakistan
before July 19, 1948, provided they have
resided in the country since then.
Meanwhile, Article 7 denies citizenship to
those who moved to Pakistan after March
1, 1947, while allowing it for those who
returned to India under a permit for
resettlement or permanent return.

They also claimed the provision
resulted in a “perceptible change in the
demographic pattern of the State,”
thereby violating the cultural and
linguistic rights of the “indigenous”
population of Assam, as guaranteed
under Article 29. This, they argued,
constituted both “external aggression”
and “internal disturbance” under Article
355 of the Constitution, thereby imposing
an obligation upon the Union government
to protect the State.

What did the majority rule?
Both Justices Kant and Chandrachud

What are the court’s findings? What are the potential implications?

Final word: Members of the All Assam Students’ Union light lamps to celebrate the verdict on Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, in Guwahati, on October 18. pTi

upheld the differentiated treatment of
Assam under Section 6A, citing the
region’s unique historical and political
considerations. They reasoned that the
provision does not violate the equality
clause under Article 14, as it represents
Parliament’s careful balancing act
between its humanitarian approach
toward Bangladeshi immigrants and the
significant strain their mass exodus has
imposed on Assam’s economic and
cultural resources.

The majority also opined that Section
6A is not inconsistent with the citizenship
provisions in Articles 6 and 7 of the
Constitution. The Chief Justice pointed
out that while these Articles establish a
cut-off date for conferring citizenship at
the commencement of the Constitution—
January 26, 1950 — Section 6A specifically
addresses individuals not covered by
these two provisions. Justice Kant
concurred, asserting that Section 6A
aligns with the constitutional philosophy
of Articles 6 and 7, as it is rooted in the
“same underlying policy of granting
citizenship to the people of Indian origin
migrating from Pakistan due to political
disturbances in a foreign territory”. Both
judges also concluded that Article 11 of the
Constitution grants Parliament substantial
flexibility in formulating laws related to
citizenship, including the authority to
establish conditions for granting
citizenship that may differ from those
outlined in Articles 6 and 7.

Adopting a multicultural and pluralistic
interpretation of Article 29, the judges
further observed that Section 6A does not
violate the cultural rights of the
“indigenous” Assamese people. They
reasoned that while the Article aims to

“conserve” the culture of a specific group,
it does not preclude the coexistence of
other cultures. In fact, Justice Kant
highlighted that such grievances may
stem from the failure of authorities to
implement the other leg of Section 6A —
specifically, the deportation of individuals
who migrated to Assam after the cut-off
date. He accordingly urged the Chief
Justice to constitute a Bench to monitor
the identification, detection and
deportation of illegal immigrants in the
State in a time-bound manner.

Both the judges also noted that
“external aggression” referred to military
actions and did not cover within its ambit
humanitarian migration driven by
economic or other distress. Accordingly,
they found no breach of the Union’s duty
under Article 355. The Chief Justice
further cautioned that allowing the Union
to exercise such “emergency powers”
would be detrimental to federalism and
could undermine the constitutional status
of States.

‘Why did Justice Pardiwala dissent?
In a sharply reasoned dissent, Justice
Pardiwala declared Section 6A
unconstitutional, effective only from the
date of the judgment. He reasoned that
while the provision may have been
justifiable at the time of its enactment, its
failure to curb illegal migration in Assam
had rendered it inconsistent with
constitutional principles over time. He
also noted that the lack of a sunset clause
on the application of Section 6A
incentivises illegal immigration and
exacerbates demographic imbalances in
the region.

The judge further highlighted that

Section 6A does not allow for
self-declaration or voluntary identification
as a foreigner thereby leaving the
detection process entirely reliant on state
intervention. He concluded that this
marked a clear departure from the
scheme of the Citizenship Act and Articles
6 and 7 of the Constitution, which allow
citizenship to be acquired through
registration.

“The manner in which the provision is
worded, counter-serves the very purpose
of its enactment, which is the speedy and
effective identification of foreigners of the
1966-71 stream, their deletion from the
electoral rolls, registration with the
registering authority and conferring of
regular citizenship”, the dissent noted.

‘What are the potential ramifications?
The March 25, 1971, cut-off date endorsed
by the majority serves as the foundation
for the contentious National Register of
Citizens which was prepared in 2019
following the top court’s directives.
Although the register is yet to be
implemented, it has identified 19 lakh
residents (5.77% of Assam’s population) as
potential non-citizens. Moreover, the
ruling bolsters the long-standing demand
of Assamese organisations to repeal the
controversial Citizenship Amendment
Act, 2019 (CAA), which sets December 31,
2014, as the cut-off date for granting
citizenship to non-Muslim migrants who
illegally entered India from Bangladesh,
Afghanistan, and Pakistan. Critics argue
that by prescribing a different timeline,
the CAA creates a loophole that exempts
Bengali Hindus who migrated to Assam
from Bangladesh after 1971 from the
application of Section 6A.

THE GIST
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Section 6A originates from the
“Assam Accord”, a political
settlement signed on August
15, 1985, between the Rajiv
Gandhi-led Congress
government and Assam’s
student groups, following a
six-year-long agitation against
the influx of undocumented
migrants from Bangladesh into
Assam. It established a
framework for granting or
denying Indian citizenship to
migrants in Assam based on a
cut-off date — March 25, 1971.
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Both Justices Kant and
Chandrachud upheld the
differentiated treatment of
Assam under Section 6A, citing
the region’s unique historical
and political considerations.
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In a sharply reasoned dissent,
Justice Pardiwala declared
Section 6A unconstitutional,
effective only from the date of
the judgment.
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Green energy: The Three Mile Island Nuclear power plant is seen at sunrise in Middletown, Pennsylvania, U.S., on October 16. REUTERS

Why are Big Tech companies such as
Google scouting for nuclear power?

Training Al models, ensuring that they remain always online and maintaining growing data centres are energy-hungry tasks. Google has held that

nuclear energy is clean, available round-the-clock, and carbon-free. However, is green energy ‘truly’ clean?

GS PaEer Il: S&T
anana CHUEOE

The story so far:
n October 14, Google
announced the “first corporate
agreement” to buy nuclear
energy from multiple Small
Modular Reactors (SMR). These SMRs will
be developed by Kairos Power. The initial
phase of the work will bring up the first
SMR by 2030, and subsequent
deployments will continue through 2035.
Per Google, this deal will provide 500 MW
of carbon-free power to the U.S.
electricity grid. They said this agreement
will help in the development of Al
technologies to power scientific advances.

Why nuclear energy?

Training Al models, ensuring that they
remain always online, and maintaining
growing data centres are energy-hungry
tasks. In a 2024 Environmental Report,
Google admitted that its total global
greenhouse gas emissions rose by 13% in
2023 year-over-year, pointing to the
“challenge of reducing emissions while
compute intensity increases and we grow
our technical infrastructure investment to
support this Al transition.” Google has
held that nuclear energy is clean,
available round-the-clock (unlike solar
energy), and carbon-free. In that vein, the
search giant sees the next generation
nuclear reactors as a way to power global
data centres and its offices with the help
of clean energy. Smaller sizes and
modular designs further help the tech

giant in faster deployment cycles.

Which companies are partnering
with nuclear reactor makers?

On September 20, Microsoft and
Constellation signed a 20-year power
purchase agreement intended to launch
the Crane Clean Energy Center (CCEC)
and restart the Three Mile Island Unit 1.
The deal should add around 835 MW of
carbon-free energy to the grid, according
to Constellation’s statement. “This
agreement is a major milestone in
Microsoft’s efforts to help decarbonise the
grid in support of our commitment to
become carbon negative,” said Bobby
Hollis, Microsoft’s VP of Energy, at the
time. Amazon also announced that it
signed three new agreements to support
nuclear energy projects, such as the
construction of SMRs. In Washington, it
partnered with Energy Northwest. It is
further making an investment in SMR
reactors and fuel developer X-energy, and
partnering with Dominion Energy in
Virginia. “We also previously signed an
agreement to co-locate a data centre
facility next to the Talen Energy’s nuclear
facility in Pennsylvania, which will
directly power our data centres with
carbon-free energy, and helps preserve
this existing reactor,” Amazon said in a
blog post.

OpenAl CEO Sam Altman backed the
nuclear startup Oklo, which aims to build
a commercial microreactor in Idaho and
have it operational in 2027, though delays
could affect this, reported CNBC. Mr.

Altman also invested in the nuclear fusion
company Helion in 2021.

Is nuclear energy truly clean?

This is still a matter of debate. The main
takeaway is that nuclear energy has a
serious reputation problem, due to public
memory of past accidents and crises that
span generations.

For example, Ukraine’s Chernobyl
explosion (1986) and Japan’s Fukushima
accident (2011) resulted in extensive
environmental destruction that lasted for
years, even as the impact on human
health is still being researched. While
Chernobyl is a case study on multiple
human errors and a communication
breakdown, Fukushima demonstrates
how natural disasters beyond human
control — such as a tsunami — can lead to
devastating nuclear accidents.

Separately, in the U.S., the Three Mile
Island accident of 1979 in Unit 2 of the
facility’s nuclear generating station
involved the combination of a
malfunctioning valve and human error,
resulting in the core overheating and
releasing radioactive gases. While not
considered overly dangerous to the
surrounding population, it is regarded as
one of the worst industrial nuclear
accidents in U.S. history. Microsoft’s deal
with Constellation aims to start Unit 1
again; Unit 2 was decommissioned after
the accident.

Many environmental groups are
actively protesting nuclear energy and the
way it is being presented as “clean”.

‘Friends of the Earth, an international
network of organisations, said on its
website in 2018, “Since it was first
commercialised, nuclear power has
proven to be one of the dirtiest, most
dangerous and most expensive sources of
energy. Nuclear reactors have a long
history of accidents, leaks, extended
outages and skyrocketing costs.” The
organisation also pointed out the dangers
of nuclear infrastructure being built over
earthquake-prone areas.

But there is hope in SMRs as they have
potentially lower building and operational
costs. A U.S. Department of Energy report
noted that SMRs have compact designs
and can function in areas unable to
withstand larger or older nuclear power
plants that require huge volumes of water.

What is the U.S. government’s stance
on nuclear energy?
Apart from seeing nuclear power as one
source of clean energy, the U.S.
Department of Energy’s Office of Nuclear
Energy highlighted the importance of
re-establishing the U.S. as a nuclear
leader, to stay ahead of China and Russia.
Dr. Rita Baranwal, Assistant Secretary
for Nuclear Energy, noted, “As the use of
nuclear energy continues to expand
internationally, it is crucial that the United
States reasserts itself as a leader in this
incredible technology. Existing U.S.
nuclear plants prevent almost 500 million
metric tons of carbon dioxide emissions
each year — the equivalent of taking 100
million cars off the roads.”
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